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What do we do to support a deaf or hard of 
hearing student in the classroom? 
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Creating Optimal Acoustic 
Environments 

 

Enhance Speakerõs  

Voice  

 

 
ÅUse appropriate 

amplification 

Å Add an FM system 

to the amplification 

when needed 

Å Arrange furniture to 

reduce distance 

from signal 

Å Encourage listener 

to relocate as 

needed 

 

 

Reduce Background  

Noise 

 

 

Å Rubber tips on chair 

and table legs 

Å Carpeting 

Å Close doors and 

windows 

Å Acoustical tiles 

Å Avoid equipment that 

makes excessive 

noise ï computer, 

fan, ventilation 

systems 

 

 

Control the Listening 

Environment 

 

 

Å Gain the studentôs 

attention before 

speaking 

Å Enforce a ñraise 

your handò policy 

Å Repeat questions 

& comments made 

by students 

Å Call on students by 

name & give a 

visual cue to who is 

speaking 



Types of Amplification 

Hearing Aids Cochlear Implant 
Bone Anchored 

Hearing Aid (BAHA) 



²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ L ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ 
amplification? 

ÅIs it working? 
ïHave you documented this? 
ïCan the student tell you? 
ïWhat do you do when they 

are not working? 

ÅDoes the student have a safe 
place to store them if they 
need to take them off? 

ÅDoes your district have a 
policy regarding handling and 
maintaining personal hearing 
aids? 

ÅWho is responsible for 
providing batteries? 
ïCan the student change 

batteries themselves? 



Why Do We Need FM Systems? 

ÅAll sounds reverberate (bounce off) surfaces within a room.  
Reverberation can overpower the sounds of speech, making it 
very difficult to understand.  An FM provides access to the 
voice of the speaker before it reverberates through the room. 



Why Do We Need FM Systems? 

ÅIf the teacher turns away from 
the student, or is a few feet 
away, the microphone is still 
providing a clear signal to the 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ Ca ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜǊΦ 



Why Do We Need FM Systems? 

ÅThe speech signal 
needs to be louder 
than the 
background noise 
to be clearly 
understood by the 
listener.  FM 
systems boost the 
signal from the 
teacher, without 
enhancing other 
background noise. 



Note background 
noise levels ς HVAC, 

computers & 
periphery devices, 

adjoining 
classrooms, hall & 
outside noise, etc. 

Acoustics 

Carpeting on the floors 
and walls reduce 

reverberation. 

Acoustic 
ceiling tiles 
reduce 
reverberation 
and outside 
noise. 

Rubberized tips for 
chair legs cuts 
down on 
environmental 
noise. 



Creating Optimal Visual Environments 

 

Lines of Sight 
 

 
ÅStudent should 

have clear view of 

teacher, 

interpreter, 

materials, 

classmates 

ÅReduce glare & 

backlighting 

 

 

 

 

Increase Visual 

Instruction 

 

Å Explain concepts 

using visual 

material ï maps, 

charts, graphs, 

photos, videos, 

objects, 

demonstrations, 

model, graphic 

organizers 

 

 

 

Visual Supports 

 

 

Å Allow time for 

student to locate 

a reference to 

visual material 

Å Put assignments 

& important 

information in 

writing 

Å Use captioned 

videos 

 



Dƻŀƭǎ ƻŦ άǇǊŜŦŜǊŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǎŜŀǘƛƴƎέ 

ÅIncrease access to 
ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ ǾƻƛŎŜ 

ÅDecrease auditory 
distractions 

ÅIncrease line of 
sight to teacher, 
materials & peers 

ÅDecrease visual 
distractions 

 



Dƻŀƭǎ ƻŦ άǇǊŜŦŜǊŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǎŜŀǘƛƴƎέ 

Å5ƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƳŜŀƴ άŦƛǊǎǘ 
Ǌƻǿέ ŀƴŘ άŎŜƴǘŜǊέ ς 
being a few feet closer 
is not as helpful as 
being back one row, 
where the student can 
see what other 
students are doing 

Å Remember to consider 
which ear has better 
access  

Å Allow the student a 
voice in what seating 
works best for them 

 



Lighting 

Light filters reduce 
visual fatigue 

One must exert 
more energy to 

interpret 
information in poor 

lighting, causing 
fatigue 

Windows can cause 
backlight ς making 
your face too dark 

to read 



Visual Supports 
ÅTeaching with visual 

information helps all 
students 

ÅAllow separate processing 
time for visual and auditory 
information ς if the student 
needs to look at you or an 
interpreter to understand 
what you are saying, they 
will need additional time to 
examine the visual 
information 


